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Elizabeth Fisher's Petition for an amendment
to SEC. 571.209 Standard No. 209, -
Seat Belt Assemblies

Dear Administrator:

I am the publisher of a national size acceptance
Our annual

publication in print for five years now.
readership, including Internet readers, numbers over
3,000,000 people, most all of whom are plus sized.

As a large person, all of my adult life, there have been
many times I have found seat belts too short to fit me in
some cars. This is very troubling and, having long ago
gotten in the habit of wearing seat belts, I no longer feel

safe traveling in an automobile without one.

Most automobile manufacturers have accommodated persons of
size by providing seat belt extenders for belts that don't
American Honda and some others have steadfastly

reach.
refused to provide them.

The federal regulation that requires manufacturers to make
seat belts fit people only up to 215 lbs. is not adequate
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to protect a large part of the population. I urge you to
support Elizabeth Fischer's petition for an amendment that
will provide that all persons that are able to drive or
ride in vehicles be protected.

I weigh 350 1lbs. and the four-inch extenders Chrysler and
Ford Motor Companies provide free of charge more than
adequately allow me to have the protection of wearing a
seatbelt. Persons larger than me might require a six-inch
or more extension, but the principle is the same. A small,
relatively inexpensive piece of equipment can save lives.

It mystifies me that any automobile manufacturer refuses to
voluntarily provide for the safety of drivers and
passengers and needs to have a special law or amendment to
force it to provide seat belts for larger people. They do.

Therefore, I respectfully request you to help us obey the
laws that do require everyone to wear seat belts, by making
sure that there is a law that also requires automobile
makers to provide seat belts for persons larger than 215
lbs. If a person can safely operate a vehicle or be a
passenger in it, there should be a seat belt that fits them
or an extender that makes it fit them.

Sincerely,

(g
MAUREEN H. PARKE




